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economics, and politics. It is impossible to separate these three.
In point of fact, it is one of the peculiar features of Soviet life
that it is impossible to isolate any one aspect of it. Whatever
phase one sets out to study, one is immediately caught up by a
number of problems which in other countries would be totally
unrelated. Whether it be Soviet sport, sculpture, health, or the
theatre, each subject will force the student, if he is serious, to
pay some attention to economics and politics. This has been
the experience of many visitors to the U.S.S.R.
It will be readily seen that the ideals placed before the
children of the U.S.S.R. will be different from the ideals placed
before children in capitalist countries* I do not think I can fairly
be accused of prejudice if I state that the ideal which is generally
put before the children in our schools, whether consciously or
unconsciously, is that of getting on in the material sense, of
doing well and improving one's position. To rise superior to the
station in which one was born is accounted a virtue. Let those
who think I am wrong read carefully the speeches made by
eminent people on School Speech Days. An incident, not unique,
at which I was present, will further support my contention. There
is in England an excellent music-society which is doing very tine
work in developing music-appreciation and music-making among
the child population of the empire. It has had as presidents some
of our foremost musicians. Its leader for many years was one who
deserves the thanks of all who care for music, and who is well
known in the musical world. Every year this guild holds a
birthday-party for its members, when some 500 children are
present from all parts of the country. At the last party at which
I was present the leader as usual addressed the children. He
told them the fable of the stonemason who became dissatisfied
with his work and wished himself a bird. His wish was granted.
Soon he became dissatisfied with this state and wished himself
the wind, and so on until he came back to his original state. The
leader then pointed the moral of the foolishness of dissatisfaction
with the sphere in which Providence has placed us. Then as it
were to encourage ambition he proceeded: " The story ends